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Nicaragua
claims spy
iS captured

Believed to be brother
of U.S. congressman

By Andrew Maykuth

Inquirer Siatt Writer

MANAGUA, Nicaragua — A man
believed to be the brother of a US.
congressman was captured in an am-
ateurish effort to spy on a Sandinista
mulitary instatlation, Nicaraguan of-
ficials said yesterday. U.S. officials
said they were seeking permission to
see the man.

The American. identified on a U.S.
passport as Sam Nes 49, of
Dayton. Ohi6. was arrested inside a
restricted zone at the Sandinista air
force base at Punta Huete. Nicara-
gua's foreign minister called him “a
Spy possibly gathering information
for air attacks on Nicaragua" and
said “plans and sketches" were
found i1n one of the American's
socks. '

Officials said that Hall first told
them he was a journalist “curious
about Nicaragua.” but later said he
worked for the Phoenix Battalion, a
private group that gathers military
information that 1s of interest to the
United States government.”

According to reports, Hall is the
brother of Rep. Tony P. Hall (D.
Ohi0).

The congressman issued a press
release yesterday saying. 'l am sur-
prised and concerned over press re-
ports about my brother Sam. | have
received no confirmation from the
State Department. | hope to discuss
this soon with State Department offj-
cials before taking any action.

"l do not share the same views on
US. policy on Central America as my
brother does. but [ love him and pray
for his safety.”

Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto
said Hall initially 1dentified himself
as a journalist after being appre.
hended Friday. He said military offi-
cials found a map, crudely drawn on
hotel stationery, tucked in Hail's
socks. .

“[t's not customary for writers to
carry notes instde tfteir socks,” D'Es-
coto said. “We don't know if he's a
quack. We don't know 1If he's some
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kind of a nut. We don't know exactly
what he is. but the whole thing 1s
kind of worthy of consideration and
further exploration.”

Hall. who officials said had taken a
cab from Managua 1o the air base
about 35 miles northeast of the capi-
tal, was arrested Friday. a day after a
Nicaraguan appeals court upheld a
30-year prison sentence for Eugene
Hasenfus. the ex-Marine from Wis-
consin captured Oct. 6 after the San-
dinistas shot down a plane in which

he was helping deliver weapons to
antiSandinista rebels.

A spokesman for the U, Embassy
said it knew nothing about Hall. “We
have asked for access to him, and we

. haven't heard anything at all from
the government.” said the Spokes-
man, Alfred Laun.

D’Escoto said Hall's arrest “helps to
+ confirm information that we've gath.
» ered from many sources about aplan
' — a United States plan — 1o attack
Nicaragua around this time. The type
of information that was being gath-
ered by this man about strategic
poiMts — points of military interest
like bridges and airstrips — only
helps to confirm the seriousness of
that information.”

Hall's passport included entry vi-
sas from such countries as Israel,
South Africa and E) Salvador, D'Es-
coto said. Hall also said he worked -

. With Nicaraguan Miskito Indian reb
- els in Honduras, D'Escoto said.

Hall was being held and interrogat-
ed at an undisclosed location, D'Es-
coto said.

Officials. at the Hotel Interconti-
nental in Managua said Hall regis-
tered at the hotel under his own
name on Thursday. Since his arrest,
the government has cleared his pos-
sessions from the room.

Several discrepancies arose in the
Nicaraguans’ account of Hall's arrest.
A commnunique issued by the Foreign
Ministry said Hall entered Nicaragua
on Wednesday on a Tan-Sahsa Air-
lines flight from Tegucigalpa. Hoa-
duras, but the airline does not have a
flight to Managua on Wednesdays.

Hall's passport, a photocopy of
which D’Escoto presented at the
news conference, has an exptration
date of . 31, 1987. Nicaraguans
strictly prohibit any foretgners from
entering the country with less than
six months on their passports.

Punta Huete, where Hall was said
to have been captured, is the Sandi-
nista air force's largest base. When it
was under construction in 1983, Rea-
gan administration officials pro-
tested that its mile-long concrete
runway was designed to accommo-

date advanced Jet fighters or bomb.
ers.

Nicaragua's two newspapers, hoth
aligned with the lefust governmeny,
yesterday trumpted the arrest of Hail
With banner headlines. “Another
Yankee," blareq Barricada “Norry

American Spy Ca tured.” proc!
El Nuevo Di'zaro.p procaimed

~ Hall's arrest came as speculatinn
Increased that the Sandinista gov-
érnment might pardon Hasenfus be.
fore Christmas. President Danje| Or-
tega and other Nicaraguan officials
have hinted that they think Hasen.
fus ‘should be released, and Sen
Christopher J. Dodd (D., Conn.) 5
Scheduled to arrive In Managua to-
day for meetings with Sandinista of.
ficials that may include discussions
about Hasenfus' release.

Laun, the US. Embassy Spokesman.
said American officials only knew
what they had read about Hall STAT
Nicaraguan newspapers. He declined
to clomhx;x:ngegn whether Hall previ.
ously 0 in conta i
o basen Ct with the




